Selected Papers in Respiratory Therapy.
Edited by Thomas 1. DeKomfeld, M.D. Medical Examination Publishing Co. Inc.; Ramsay Surgical Ltd. (Victoria); $26.60; pp. 542; 270 x 230. In this tome of 542 quarto pages, fifty-five papers dealing with "various aspects of respiratory care" have been reprinted.
They were first published between July 1973 and July 1977 in a variety of journals. The papers are listed under nine headings; "Structural and Functional Considerations" "Pathology' , "Intermittent Positive Pressure Breathing" "Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease" "Complications' , "What's New" "Water, Fire and Other Disasters" "Paediatrics" "Miscellaneous' , The editor makes the point in the Preface that some journals will not permit reproduction of their copyrighted material, and others charge so much as to make it impracticable. Consequently, the most important papers on the subject may not be included in such a book.
Your reviewer cannot imagine the practitioner situated sufficiently far from major libraries, working specifically in the field of Respiratory Therapy, with time on his hands to read backdated articles with titles as diverse as, "The Architecture of the Alveolar Wall: an Ultrastructural Study in Man", "Air Pollution and Respiratory Mortality in Los Angeles" or "The effects of Copper in Heated Nebulizers".
Priced at $26 I believe this publication is not good value. BRIAN . This book is an introductory text on anaesthesia directed toward trainees in anaesthesia in the early stages of their training in the specialty. It is not intended to replace more comprehensive text books, but rather to serve as a usable and readily available source of practical information for the inexperienced anaesthetist.
This pocket-size book covers all areas of anaesthesia and includes chapters on neonatal resuscitation, neonatal and respiratory intensive care, burns and shock. The book provides a wealth of up to date, practical information. Comprehensive lists are provided for the requirements and preparation for anaesthetic procedures, with detailed descriptions of the techniques employed. These consist largely of concise and didactic statements. In some areas there is minimal discussion or explanation of contraindications, and complications of the techniques, or alternative ways of managing the problem.
Controversial areas in anasthesia also receive limited discussion.
I consider the book largely succeeds in its aims in catering for the requirements of registrars in their first years of training. For this purpose, I would highly recommend the book, as this is an area largely neglected by currently available texts. The book is also likely to be of considerable value to more advanced trainees in anaesthesia.
G. A. GUTTERIDGE

Development of New Volatile Inhalation
Anaesthetics/Monographs in Anaesthesiology, No. 6. A. B. Dobkin (Editor) 1979. Encerpta Medica; $US70.25; pp. 370; 245 x 170. This book contains a wealth of information about past and current anaesthetic agents with a glimpse into the future. Although some data is not original, the compilation is excellent and the few unique items are an added bonus.
A chapter on past agents provides a useful summary of agents which have largely fallen out of favour; the vinyl and ethyl ethers, chloroform, trichloroethylene. cyclopropane, ethyl chloride and fluoxene. There is also a Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vo/. VIIl, No. 2, lv/ay, 1980 description of the results of compounds in the halopropane group, teflurane and seroflurane and an explanation of why we shall not see them clinically.
Dr. AlIen Dobkin has written the chapters on ?alothane, its azeotrope, enflurane, and Isoflurane, each of which makes interesting reading on how these agents have been exhaustively scrutinised for clinically unacceptable tendencies.
Further chapters discuss biotransformation usefully summarising the current knowledge: and toxicity in man.
A ~hapter on the dispensing of volatile agents provIdes background for the application of these anaesthetics, but not all common vaporizers are mentioned.
The final chapter examines the future in the historical perspective of the agents we have, and concludes that the field, although more difficult to explore, is not exhausted.
This book is clearly written and should be read by every anaesthetist, particularly those with examinations before them.
The late Allen Dobkin wrote seven of the book's twelve chapters and in this volume he has given us a memento of exceptional value.
W. J. RUSSELL
Medical Management of the Critically Ill.
Edited by G. C. Hanson and P. L. Wright. 1st Edition. Academic Press, London. 1978; £45; pp. 1050; 155 x 230. This large monograph on Intensive Care contains segments by a number of authors, many of whom are well-known. As with any large multiauthor volume, it is of varying standard and already somewhat dated in parts.
The book is divided into four sections. The first two deal with clinical aspects of intensive care and present an excellent general coverage which tends to be somewhat didactic and onesided in controversial areas. I found it surprising that as much space is devoted to dermatological emergencies as head and chest injuries combined! The third part is a unique section on Investigative Facilities and Drug Requirements in the Intensive Care Unit which would be invaluable to anyone contemplating the establishment of a new unit, and the fourth section is devoted to monitoring, computers and instrumentation which is somewhat Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. VIII, No. 2, May, 1980 superficial in a few areas.
The book succeeds in its aims and would have particular value as a reference manual for smaller units and for practitioners who rarely encounter critically ill patients. It would be a useful addition to the library of any intensive care unit.
MALCOLM FISHER
Computer Tomography in Head Injuries. W. Lanksch, Th. Grumme, E. Kazner, 1979. Springer Verlag; D.A. Book Depot Pty. Ltd.; $US42.90; pp. 141; 245 x 176. In this well illustrated book the authors present their extensive clinical experience derived from the management of 1800 patients with the aid of computed tomography (CT) in the five years prior to 1979. They assume the reader is familiar with normal anatomy but there is a good explanation of the basic principles of CT.
Extradural haematomas are illustrated comprehensively and the limitations of CT pointed out. Subdural haematomas are classified logically and the continuing problem of the isodense subdural haematoma is discussed fully.
Traumatic brain lesions are illustrated in their variety, highlighting the changes that may be seen with the passage of time. With the aid of several tables, the clinical and CT findings are correlated.
The four sections on multiple, open, missile and rare injuries are essentially illustrated case reports. Discussion of the late sequelae leads smoothly into a chapter on the correlation between neurological, psychiatric and encephalographic findings (EEG) with the CT scan. This is summarised in two tables. One relates neurological and psychiatric status to CT findings, and the other EEG to CT findings.
The 164 figures (354 illustrations) are mainly CT scans of excellent quality. Eleven tables and 45 pages of text supply the clinical details. There are 84 references (48 in English, 35 in German and one in French) and a good index. This is an excellent volume, marred by few translating or printing errors. The contents should be mandatory knowledge for medical personnel who care for patients with head injuries.
ROBERT F. C. JONES
